
 
Happy 100th Birthday, IBM!  

This past spring, many of us enjoyed watching WATSON the supercomputer on Jeopardy beat former game show winners.  That was 
just one of the activities for the centennial celebration this year at IBM.  At Watson Homestead, it was also an opportunity to 
remember our founder, Thomas J. Watson, who had his humble beginnings here, where on February 17, 1874 he was born at the home 
of his parents.  He lived here long enough to start school in the Red School House (which had opened in 1839) but after his third little 
sister was born, the family had outgrown the house and moved to live in nearby Painted Post.  Later as an adult, and after he was 
dubbed “the first celebrity CEO,” Mr. Watson returned to East Campbell to arrange for a new house to be constructed on the site of his 
birthplace, which had been destroyed by a fire.  That’s the white house, behind the picket fence, that all our guests pass by on their way 
to the Main Lodge.   

 IBM centennial events happened all around the world on June 16th – but one place had a special reason to shine and that was in 
Endicott, New York, where the original triad of enterprises had begun in 1911.  It was this company – CTR, (Computing, Tabulating 
and Recording) that hired forty-year-old TJ Watson to lead it 1914 and after ten years at the helm, he decided to rename the company - 
the International Business Machines Corporation.  So for current Endicott employees and retirees, the centennial has special 
significance.  When their planning committee contacted us last winter, they asked if we’d bring down a display about Watson 
Homestead as part of their June 16th event.  We began to dig through our archives and 
put together things that illustrated our beginnings, according to the Declaration of Trust 
drawn up by Mr. & Mrs. Watson in 1955.  At the event, when we shared our history 
and how we serve guests to the hundreds that attended the Endicott event, the most 
common thing we heard was about the “IBM Homestead” a country-club like training 
center that IBM had operated in Endicott.  Since it was recently closed, many were 
interested that we were still operating under the vision of our founder.  So we began 
introducing ourselves as the “other Homestead.”  There were a few people at the event 
who had worked for TJ Watson, Jr., our founder’s son who took over the helm at IBM 
in 1954, just two years before his father’s death at age 82. 

 If you THINK you know about Watson and IBM, but want to get up-to-date, here are 
newly-minted resources: 

WSKG, our regional public broadcasting station, has created “Watson” a new 
documentary about the history of IBM and Thomas Watson that will air in December 
this year.  They’ve also created one about George Johnson of Endicott-Johnson Shoes 
who mentored young Tom Watson and became a life-long friend.  Binghamton native, 
author Kevin Maney who created the 2003 biography,  The Maverick and His Machine; 
Thomas Watson Sr. and the Making of IBM, has published a new volume called Making 
the World Work Better - Ideas That Shaped a Century and a Company for the 
centennial. IBM also created two videos on its history that can be found by searching the web for “IBM 100th anniversary.”  
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Save the Date!    October 1, 2011                                   F ALL HARVEST FESTIVAL  
Bring your family and enjoy the Watson Homestead Fall Harvest Festival  Saturday, October 1, 2011  from 

1:00 PM until 7:00 PM 

Activities to include pumpkin painting, hayrides, crafts, swimming, bobbing for apples and more.  

 The day will end with a wonderful harvest picnic dinner.  
Adults $10 and children (4-12) $5   RSVP by calling 607-962-0541 or email whomestead@stny.rr.com  

 

SAVE THE DATE:  Saturday, Dec. 10, 2011                     

����������� 	
��
�	��������	 ����

�� 	
Saturday, December 10, 2011  10:15 am – 1:30 p.m. at Watson Homestead.   Linda Hodges, the 
“Gingerbread House Lady” will guide individuals and families in the decoration of gingerbread houses.  Materials will 
be provided.  Gingerbread – Icing – Candy and a flat box to carry your house home, are all included.   

You need to bring your Christmas Spirit, Joy, and 
creative Inner Elf to make the day fun, and memorable while 
building  a delicious gift for yourself and loved ones.   

Additional activities include a hay ride (weather 
permitting), ornament creating, and decorating traditional sugar 
cookies.  Holiday refreshments will be served. 

RSVP: by December 3, 2011.   The cost is $30.00 per 
gingerbread house.   Up to 4 people can successfully share the 
decorating process.  Larger families or groups may wish to create 
additional houses.  Please call today at 607-962-0541 or email at 
whomestead@stny.rr.com to reserve your gingerbread house.  
Opportunities to win Holiday Gift baskets and Children’s 
Christmas stockings stuffed with treats will be ongoing 
throughout the day, with a drawing at 1:00 p.m.   
Please be at the Homestead by 10:15 so we can begin 
assembling these delicious confections by 10:30 am!   

 

��������	��
��������
�������������������������	��
��������
�������������������������	��
��������
�������������������������	��
��������
������������������ ���



3 

��
��
������������
��
������������
��
������������
��
����������� ���

��������������
�����	�������
��
������������������
 ��
�������			�	��������
��
�������

���������������
����������������� �!�"#�$%&'(������ 	���
��
��)���*��������

SAVE THE DATE:                  PURE IMAGINATION:  WILLY WONKA @ WATSON  
FUNdRAISING EVENT—Thursday, October 20, 2011.                                    Think... Chocolate!   

IBM celebrates 100 years of business!  Watson Homestead is the place of the humble  
beginnings of IBM Founder Thomas Watson.  Watson Homestead will celebrate Thomas  

Watson’s gift to this region through the spirit of pure imagination that it took to create his dreams.     

Please reserve ________ tickets for WillyWonka@Watson on Thursday, October 20, 2011 at 
7 PM at Watson Homestead Conference and Retreat Center,  

9620 Dry Run Road, Painted Post, NY    RSVP: October 6, 2011 
Name:____________________________________________________________________ 
Address:___________________________________________________________________  
City_____________________________________State_________ Zip_________________ 
Phone:________________________Email_______________________________________ 

 
Make checks payable to Watson Homestead or call us at  (607-962-0541) for credit card payment. 

AND JUST IN CASE…..all of the above isn’t sweet enough:   

Save the Date: March Maple Family Weekend March 16-18, 2012 

(see page 10 for more details) 

GOLDEN TICKET INVITATION 
 CONGRATULATIONS -  you're among  the lucky recipients of this GOLDEN TICKET  
INVITATION from Watson Homestead. Return this ticket to Watson Homestead with the  

prescribed reservation (see below) and come to the Main Lodge at Watson Homestead at 7:00 p.m. 
on the 20th day of October, 2011 …DON'T BE LATE!  AND ASK YOUR FRIENDS TO JOIN YOU!  

You'll enjoy a sumptuous meal and the best chocolate desserts from local area Pastry Chefs and 
Candy Makers  - Poppleton Pastries, Walker Cake Company, DeMets Candy, Sweets by Lindsay and 

more, with piano music by Sean Stafford—the evening will be a night to remember! We're  
inspired by the wonderful Willy Wonka film. And if you loved the movie, Willy will be here to greet 

you at the door.  We promise you an evening of :  FUN, FRIVOLITY (AND FUNDRAISING) …  
AS WE CELEBRATE WILLYWONKA@WATSON   THINK CHOCOLATE  (OF COURSE) PLUS 

A DELICIOUS MEAL, PRIZES SILENT AUCTION AND MORE! 

In your wildest dreams, you cannot imagine the marvelous SURPRISES that await you!   
See you there! 

WillyWonka@Watson and Cornelius O’Donnell, Event Chair 
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Hands-on Glassmaking at the Studio of the Corning Museum of Glass ( Course #2388) 

October 23-28; and November 13-18, 2011       2012 Dates:  March 11-16 and April 29-May 4 

Immerse yourself in hot and cold glass! You will divide 20 studio hours between furnace working, flamework-
ing and coldworking. Highly qualified instructors will help you create beautiful glass objects. At the furnace, 
you will work with molten glass to fashion paperweights, flowers and vessels. Using the basics of flamework-
ing, you will make beads at the torch. In the kiln shop, you will create layered and fused pieces such as sun-
catchers, picture frames, tiles and jewelry. In addition, you will learn to sandblast glass during the week. Dem-
onstrations by master glassmakers as well as lectures on Corning’s wonderful glass history augment the pro-
gram. (Offered concurrently: November – Twain, Curtiss and Frederick Carder)) ($799 double occupancy / + 
$110 for single occupancy / $649 no accommodations) 

 
Trio of American Genius: Mark Twain, Glenn H. Curti ss and Frederick Carder  (Course#19707) 

November 13-18, 2011 

In 1870, Samuel Clemens married Olivia Langdon, a local Elmiran. During the next 20 years, they spent their 
summers at Quarry Farm just outside of Elmira, where Twain wrote his most famous novels. Visit Quarry 
Farm and join Elmira College Center for Mark Twain Studies staff who will discuss Twain’s books and their 
relation to his family life - an  
examination of Sam Clemens’ personal and artistic triumphs and tragedies. Meet pioneer aviator and inventor, 
Glenn H. Curtiss of Hammondsport, NY, with instructor and local historian, Kirk House. Curtiss set motorcy-
cle land speed records before teaming up with Alexander Graham Bell to create aviation history. Field trips to 
the Curtiss Museum and The National Soaring Museum included.  Frederick Carder began Steuben Glass in 
Corning in 1903, and until his death at age 100, continued to refine processes for hot manufacture, coloration 
and surface decoration.  Some say he sparked the Studio Glass movement that defines art glass today.  We use 
the collections of Carder Steuben at the Corning Museum of Glass as well as the expertise of museum curators 
and local collectors. Offered concurrently with a Hands-on Glassmaking week. ($673 double occupancy / 
+$100 single occupancy / $553 no accommodations) 

All About Glass From the Crystal City and Around the World (Course #9535) 

December 5-8, 2011          2012 Dates:  April 16-19 

Explore the history and mystery of art glass using the world-renowned collections of the Corning Museum of 
Glass. Class lectures by leading glass scholars and artists will set the stage for in-depth gallery exploration of 
this amazing 3,500-year old love affair between artists and the medium of glass. A special focus will be on 
Steuben Glass and its founder Frederick Carder. Roman, European, American and Studio glass will also be 
special lecture topics. Enjoy visits to the Rakow Research Library and the home of a Steuben collector. Partici-
pants will blow a glass ornament and create a fused glass decoration. Field trips to the historic district in Corn-
ing and a description of this famous company town will also be included. ($496 double occupancy / +$85 sin-
gle occupancy / $396 no accommodations) 

 
 

PROGRAMS FOR  FALL 2011—SPRING 2012 
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Iroquois Culture: Yesterday and Today (Course #13364) 

October 17-20, 2011   2012 Dates May 15—18, 2012 

The Iroquois Confederacy, established in the 1400s, united warring nations and established peace in fertile 
glaciated valleys and mountains of upstate New York. Learn about the history and legacy of this remarkable 
culture. Journey to Ganondagan State Historic Site where Iroquois educators present their culture - past, 
present and reaching forward to the seventh generation. Gain a new perspective about Iroquois influences on 
American representational governance and environmental stewardship. Visit sites in Seneca Falls linked to 
the influence of Iroquois clan mothers on the woman's suffrage movement. Experience stories, music, dance 
and craft of the Haudenosaunee – the People of the Long House. ($496 double occupancy / + $85 single 
occupancy / $396 no accommodations) 

 
Hiking the Finger Lakes Trails: Trees and Gorges in Wine Country (Course #12667)  
(Road Scholar activity level 5) 

October 23-28, 2011    2012 Dates:  My 6-11; May 20-25 and June 3-8 
Explore the Finger Lakes Trail system that runs through wine country. Daily hikes on moderate to hilly 
terrain of up to 7 miles at a 2.5 mile per hour pace. Spectacular geologic wonders – gorges and waterfalls in 
Letchworth, Watkins Glen and TremanState Parks – sites built by the CCC in the ‘30s. Hike near Keuka 
Lake in vineyards and forest. Special features include wine tastings, free time and tickets for Corning 
museums, forester/naturalist lectures and guided hikes. Discover upstate New York’s white pine, hemlock 
and maple forests, and the educational perspective of environmentalists and Iroquois specialists. Offered in 
October concurrently with a Hands-on Glassmaking Program. ($713 double occupancy / +$110 single 
occupancy / $563 no accommodations) 

 
Finger Lakes Sampler: Tasty, Beautiful, Historic, with a Full Bouquet (Course #1757)  
(Road Scholar activity level 4) 

Oct. 2-7, 2011      2012 Dates: June 17-22 and seven other summer weeks 

Our most popular program - such a Feast for the Senses! The fine art of wine tasting co-mingled with an 
appetizer of glacial geology, gorge hike and Finger Lake cruise. The entrée -- the amazing 3500-year history 
of glass from the famous Corning Museum of Glass, with its Hot Glass Show and Innovation Center. Side 
dishes include walking tours of local architecture and award-winning historic preservation, amazing museum 
of aviation and a presentation on Iroquois culture. Dessert is a visit to the study where Mark Twain wrote his 
most famous novels and a special feature all about the English glassmaker, Frederick Carder, founder of 
Steuben Glass in 1903. Revel in the quality and diversity of historic sites and the natural beauty of our 
region. P.S. Don’t forget your corkscrew! ($690 double occupancy / +$110 single occupancy / $540 no 
accommodations) 

Locals Are Invited Too!  When individual courses are not filled to capacity, others are invited to join in.  There 
is also an option for local residents to come as a commuter – note “no accommodations” option. This option 

include all programs, lunch, dinner and snacks daily, admission fees and transportation to sites. 

For more information, schedules and costs for field trips, individual lectures or day program, contact Jenny Monroe at 
(607) 962-0541 ext. 403 or by email at watsonjenny@stny.rr.com. To view the all 2012 dates of local Road Scholar 
programs, go to www.watsonhomestead.com and click on the Road Scholar link. To find the Road Scholar programs 
offered around the world, go to www.roadscholar.org.  
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Eagle Scout Projects 

Thank you to Tyler Gee (created kiosk for 
map and installed benches on the trail) and 
Patrick Greaney (created Kiosk for map and 
created new trail signs)  Thank you to Tyler 
and Patrick for their work in creating these 
awesome additions to the trails!  

 

 

 

New property map 

Pat Monahan and Don 
McClimans, walked our 
grounds and trails creating a 
new property and facility 
map that will be displayed in 
new kiosks at the Main 
Lodge.  In addition, the digi-
tal form of this map will be 
printed and available to 
guests staying at the Home-
stead.  Thanks for their work 
in mapping.  We are also 
greatful to an Anonymous 
Donor  who will help us pur-
chase the large property 
maps that will reside in the new kiosks and at the Main Lodge! 

 

 

YMCA Orienteering, Base Camp & Summer Science Programs:   

 Teens came out and worked with map and compasses, learning the skills needed to 
orienteer.  They were very successful at navigating our property and intend to try 
larger courses in the future.   

Also—Base Camp / Summer Science / YMCA  

Base Camp summer school program ventured back August 1-4, and  had success 
teaching students to kayak, climb, rappel, cook in Dutch ovens, how to tie knots, 
archery, and more. 

Summer Science programming once again engaged students in the study of water 
and provided hands on scientific experiences that these students will use for a life-
time!   
 

Open swim – Sundays 2—4pm, $3 per person  
Swim Lessons continue this fall in collaboration with American Red Cross.   Please contact the Corning Red Cross at (607) 
936-3766 for more information and to sign up for this program.       



�

�  

Finger Lakes Regional Burn Association at the Homestead for a  week of  summer camp fun again this sum-
mer.  During their visit,  Typnady Balloon rides came to lift our camps hearts and spirits on rides with Pilot Richard Buckles.  The 
children had a wonderful time.  Big THANK YOU again to Red Knights Motorcycle Club who came again this year to gener-
ously give the campers a ride to the homestead!   
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Winners :  T. Dickson First Place; Kelly Buckley, Second Place; John Wolfe, Third Place 

Longest drive Women:  Kelly Buckley; Longest drive Men:  Jeff Thomas 
Closest to the pin:  T. Powell, Skins:  T. Dickson and Dan Loucks 
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��� Chemung Canal Trust Company, Chilson-Wilcox 
Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep, Corning Catering, Inc., Jamison Sunoco, Charles & Donna Rhoades, Dr. Konstantin Frank 
Vinifera Wine Cellars, Shirley Edsall, John Taggart & Son Ins., Louise and Ed Bush, Ananda Tandava School of 
Dance, STICA:  Southern Tier Indian Cultural Association, Corning Credit Union, Eaton Corporation, Kraft 
Foods, Hesselson’s, Mariana Rhoades, Laurie Crandall Accounting and Business Services, Wegmans, Maines 
Paper and Food Services, Welliver McGuire, Inc.,  
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Balloonists Prayer:   

The Winds have welcomed you with 
softness, 

The Sun has blessed you with its 
warm hands.   

You have flown so high and so well,  
that God has joined you in your 

laughter,  
and set you gently back again  
into the loving arms of Mother 

Earth.   

Red Knights Motorcycle Club arrives to give rides!   Up.. up and away!  With Typnady! 

)������#���)������#���)������#���)������#���� ���

TUNE IN!    
WETM TV— Channel 18  

 Friends and Neighbors Program 
hosted by Henry O. Dormann 

  Saturdays at 9 AM  
September, 2011  

Watch for a program about   
Watson Homestead Conference and  

Retreat Center!   
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Book your next workshop, group, conference, retreat or gathering at Watson Homestead.  Mention this 
newsletter issue (Fall 2011) and receive a free overnight stay for the group leader  

for all overnight groups.   

Our work and joy is to feed your body and spirit, to house you in gracious hospitality and offer you activities 
and facilities to refresh and challenge you. Watson Homestead offers a  variety of lodging options. From hotel-
style rooms to cabins, retreat centers, and a retreat house. We have several meeting rooms of varying sizes that 
are available for use by our guests, a Chapel, and dining room with a panoramic view of  our property.   

Brief Description of the Facilities and what Watson Homestead can offer your group:   

The Main Lodge:  contains the dining room with seating for over 300.  Full Catering Kitchen (catering by Corning  
Catering, Inc.), Jeannette Kittredge Watson Chapel, (seats 200 people with an overflow area for an additional 50.  Organ, 
public address system, grand piano)  meeting rooms (one with kitchenette).  Overnight hotel and dorm style rooms (3 
wheelchair-accessible rooms) .  Hillside Retreat House:  has 8 bedrooms and  a bright and comfortable meeting room 
and fully-equipped kitchen if personal meal preparation is preferred.  The Retreat Centers:  Three buildings, each with 
a central meeting room and fireplace, and 8 bedrooms.  Each retreat center can accommodate 32 people in dorm style 
bedrooms.  The Cabins:   Each  of the 4 buildings accommodate 20 persons in bunk and single beds, has a central meet-
ing room with refrigerator.  A large meeting/recreation hall with fireplace, piano and refrigerator, is also available. 
 
Enjoy our recreational facilities:    
The Swimming Pool:  The heated swimming pool with locker rooms, restrooms and showers.  The Pavilion:  A large 
picnic pavilion provides tables and benches for those wishing to enjoy a picnic.  Grills are situated on one end. Outdoor 
Recreational Facilities:  Take a hike or a walk to a waterfall, enjoy a friendly game with our selection of sports equip-
ment, or even a round of miniature golf.  Hayrides, group picnics, ice cream making,  or tour of the  Red School House 
all can be arranged.  The Edsall Climbing Tower:  A 36 foot, three sided climbing and rappelling tower is available for 
individual challenges and team building activities.  Watson staff can help develop a climbing experience or program to 
fit your needs.  Time on the tower must be assisted by qualified staff and scheduled in advance.  The Labyrinth:  The 
seven-circuit pattern is near the climbing tower.  Walking the labyrinth is a moving meditation engaging body, mind and 
spirit.  In addition, we have many athletic fields and some sports equipment available for guests use.  Please contact us to 
make your group stay as productive and fun as possible.   

��



2011 Gifts (as of 8/4/11) 
Foundation Support 
Corning Beagle Club 
Business & Corporate Support 
2011 Golf Tournament Sponsors: 
Corning Catering, Inc.   
Chemung Canal Trust Company 
Chilson-Wilcox-Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep 
Laurie Crandell Accounting & Business Services 
Elbow Room 
Dr. Frank Vinifera Wine Cellars 
Gaffer Grill & Tap Room 
Good Year Service Center 
Hesselson’s  
Hill Top Inn 
Jamison’s Sunoco 
Loucks  Countryside Propane 
Maines Paper & Food Service Inc. 
Reservoir Creek Golf Course 
Spectrum Food  
Spencer’s Restaurant  
John Taggart & Son Ins. 
The Central Restaurant 
Wegmans 
Ananda Tandava School of Dance 
STICA (Southern Tier Indian Cultural Association 
B & B Servisoft Water Conditioning Inc. 
Captain Bill’s Seneca Lake Cruises 
Charles & Donna Rhoades 
Mariana Rhoades 
Ed & Louise Bush 
Shirley Edsall 
Corporate Sponsors and Donors:  
Radisson Hotel, Corning 
Corning Catering 
Global Gourmet, Elmira 
Nectar Floral Studio, Elmira 
Lake to Lake Quilt Guild 
Lakewood Vineyards, Watkins Glen 
Corning Beagle Club 
Corning County Club 
Donegan Motors and Detailing, Corning, NY 
Imaginative Manufacturing, Campbell, NY 
Special Event Network & Crystal City Wedding & Party Center 
 

 

 

Organization Support 
Twin Tier Five Rivers  Club Federation of Fly Fishers 
Thumbstall Quilters 
Skills USA Club-Coopers Education Center 
Southern Tier Baptist Youth 
Red Hot Scrappin Mama’s 
Finger Lakes C.F.O. 

Gifts in Honor, Memorial or Celebration  
David & Carole Teegarden-Donation in memory of Audrey Martin 
David & Carole Teegarden-Donation in memory of John Martin 
Jeanne Stumpff– On behalf of Debra Turner Bailey 
Louise & Ed Bush-In memory of John & Audrey Martin 
Bruce & Jean Campbell-Donation in memory of John & Audrey 
Martin 
Shirley Edsall-Donation in memory of Ginny Hauff’s 90th Birthday 
Beverly &  Harry Jonas-Donation in memory of John  & Audrey 
Martin 
Anita & John Mayes-Donation in honor of Ginny Hauff’s 90th Birth-
day 
Rita & Al McRae-Donation in honor of Ginny Hauff’s 90th Birthday 
2011 Clergy Retreat Program 
Rev. Gordon Abraham 
Rev. Rob Dickerson 
Rev. Arlene Dunn 
Rev. JoAnn Evans 
Rev. & Mrs. Bruce Gischel 
Karen & Keith Grinnell 
Rev. Kareem Goubran 
Rev. James Hinman 
David Hutchings 
Rev. Samantha Lewis 
Rev. & Mrs. Richard Long 
Rev. Scott Koser 
Paul Mather 
Kenneth Phillips 
Rev. Jimmy Reader 
Rev. & Mrs. Mike Secula 
Allan Snapp 
Rev. Matt Slack 
Rev. & Mrs. Bill Vallet 

Special Gifts 
Radisson Hotel Corning-Donation of Three Televisions 
John Martin-Doors and Windows for the Dining Room 
Luke & Greta Colavito-Donation for the Road Scholar Program 
Jensen Monroe-new frame for the topographical  map 
Pat & Dan Nolan-lighting updates, downstairs Main Lodge  
Thumbstall Quilters—donations for silent auction 2010 
Nancy Schermerhorn—gift cards & photographs for the gift shop 
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“Clean and Green”   Work Day  Saturday April 21, 2012  
Watson Homestead is looking for volunteers to help at a work day, dedicated to spring cleanup both inside 
and out.  Outside projects will include yard work such as gathering sticks, raking lawn, splitting wood, etc.   
Inside projects will fall in the lines of dusting, vacuuming, window washing, painting, etc. Volunteers will 
have the option of staying either Friday or Saturday evening if desired.   Meals will be provided Saturday 
beginning with breakfast through dinner.  Following dinner volunteers will have an opportunity to take a 
dip in the pool or just relax.   We ask for those interested in helping to RSVP by April 1st, 2012.  For more 
information please contact us at (607) 962-0541 or whomestead@stny.rr.com        
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7th Annual Cabin Fever Quilt Program 

February 3—5, 2012  Weekend Project:  “Friends All Around” 
Scrap Quilt.  Program begins Friday evening at 6 pm and runs through 
Sunday noon.  $275 per person.   
 

Optional Early Bird class:  “Fine Points in Finishing” Friday,  
February 3, 2012 from 2—5 pm 

Class is a combination of demonstrations and hand sewn stitching of 
class samples that will teach elements of Finishing.  $25 for those  
attending full weekend program, $30 for those attending Friday Early 
Bird class only.   

For more information on this program, visit our website:  www.watsonhomestead.org  

Maple Family Weekend March 16-18, 2012 
Have you ever wondered where real Maple Syrup comes from?  Bring your family and 
join us in the peaceful and relaxing setting of Watson Homestead for an opportunity to 
immerse yourself in the process of Maple Sugaring, while spending quality family time.  

For more information or to register early for the 2012 season, please call Watson  
Homestead at (607) 962-0541 or email whomestead@stny.rr.com.   

Watch our website at www.watsonhomested.org for more information on this program.   

Quilting—Sewing, and Craft groups!  Make your reservation now at Watson Homestead for a 
group retreat or workshop get-a-way!  Full hotel overnight accommodations, large studio  

quilting/sewing spaces, private meeting rooms and more!   

Mother Nature Patches:   
If Mother Nature patches leaves, trees and vines,  

I am sure she does her mending with the needles of the pines.   
They are so long and slender, and somewhat in full view.   
She has her thread of cobwebs, and a thimble full of dew. 

From the Primary Education, Volume 2, April, 1894 
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News from the Gift Shop 

     We have new supply of Watson Homestead tee shirts 
with a new tag line:  “Be Enriched” 
Sizes:  S, M, L, XL,  XXL     
To place an order, call (607) 962 0541 or email us at 
whomestead@stny.rr.com  

Stop in and visit the shop for beautiful Handmade gifts.  
Silver and beaded jewelry by local artisans, handmade 
soaps and lotions by Locust Groves, scented candles by 
The Vine and the Branches Candle Company, hand-
made quilt square and table runners, area postcards with 
photographs by Paul and Nancy Schermerhorn and more.  
We carry art and crafts made by local artists, authors 
and businesses!   Great gifts for a Holiday Hostess and 
Christmas and stocking stuffers!   

NEW BOARD MEMBERS—WATSON HOMESTEAD BOARD OF DIRECTO RS: 
Watson Homestead is pleased to announce two new members to the board of managers of Watson Homestead.  
Mr. Jason Bierman and Ms. Dawn Berlew.    

 
Jason Bierman is Director of Corporate Development at Corning Credit Union.  He served in the board of directors of 
the  Southeastern Steuben County Habitat for Humanity from 2005—2010, as a council member to the Credit Union  
Association of New York, Finger Lakes Chapter from 2005-2010.  In addition, he is a group leader for Chemung County 
YMCA Princesses from 2009 to present.  Jason is an holds an MBA from the University of North Carolina Wilmington 
and did his undergraduate work from Illinois Wesleyan University with a BA in Risk Manager and Financial Services.   
Jason is a resident of Big Flats, New York.   

Dawn H. Burlew is Manager, Business Development of Corning Enterprises.   Dawn is a member of the Board of Di-
rectors of Corning’s Gaffer District, Watkins Glen Area Chamber of Commerce, Erin Town Zoning Board of Appeals 
(Chairperson),  Alfred Technology Resources, Inc. (ATRI), Southern Tier Economic Growth (STEG), Regional Eco-
nomic Development and Energy Corporation (REDEC) and the Finger Lakes SPCA.   She holds a B.S. degree in  
Business Management from Keuka College.   Dawn is a resident of Chemung County, New York, and joins the Watson 
Homestead Board as Treasurer.      



9620 Dry Run Rd., Painted Post, NY 14870 

ADDRESS SERVICE 

REQUESTED 

Nestled in a valley near Painted Post, NY, Watson Homestead is a  
conference and retreat facility.  Its existence is the  fulfillment of a 
dream held by Thomas J. Watson, Sr., founder of IBM Corporation, 
who expressed a desire to give his childhood home as a site for confer-
ences and retreats for not-for-profit groups and churches.  Mr. Watson 
was a man of remarkable generosity and great love for people.  This 
facility is a lasting legacy by the Watson Family who loved this beauti-
ful region.    Thomas and Jeannette Watson recorded their intentions for 
Watson Homestead in the declaration of trust which reads;  

“...we hope its benefits will be 
received...by the members of all 
denominations and faiths to the 
ultimate good of all mankind.  

Declaration of Trust 

Thomas J. Watson, 1955  

    WWW. WATSONHOMESTEAD.ORG  

Watson Homestead Conference 
and Retreat Center is a 501 ( c) 
(3) not for profit organization 
and is recognized by New York 
State as a charity organization 
with tax exempt organizations 
status.   


